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Lake Doster Lake 

Association 
PO Box 125 Plainwell, Michigan 49080 

https://www.LakeDosterLakeAssoc.org/E-mail: ldla@lakedoster.net 

 

 

 

Lake Doster Annual Meeting 

This year’s annual meeting was on 17-May at the lot across from 

the main beach.  We had a great turn-out.  The presentation and 

meeting minutes have been posted on the Lake Doster Lake 

Association webpage.  Some of the highlights include: review of 

accomplishments, real estate update, voting for new board 

members and an amendment to the By-laws.  Speaking of voting, 

we had three candidates for the board’s three openings.  

Returning to the board are TJ Wilkinson, Rich Anderson, and Nancy 

Gregory.  The amendment introduced a new mechanism for 

voting, electronic voting.  For those of you that participated in the 

dredging survey, the same software will be used for electronic 

voting also known as e-voting.  The amendment passed, 179-10.  

And finally, an important message from Mike VanDenBerg, our 

township supervisor, please do not flush the “flushable” wipes 

down the toilet.  The township has had to replace a pump 

because contrary to advertisement they are not “flushable” and 

cause damage to our sewer system.    

Lake Insurance  

On May 19th, 2020, while the world was focused on a pandemic, 

Midland County received what some say is a once in 500-year 

rainfall, that began to cause problems for an old earthen dam 

near Edenville MI. The dam, built in 1924 for hydroelectric purposes 

fell victim to the rainfall and many years of neglect and poor 

 

Upcoming Events 

July 12 
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July 28 

Bulk Trash Pick-up 

July 28 
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inspections. Its failure overflowed the Sanford dam further down-stream and caused a great deal 

of property damage to over 2,500 plus homes at a cost of at least $200 million. Although no lives 

were lost, the devastation was unprecedented and hit insurance companies hard. How could this 

happen in Michigan is a controversy swirling today with hundreds of lawsuits and political finger 

pointing?  Even here at Lake Doster, in our slice of heaven, we are not removed from the fallout, 

even though our Lake Doster Dam is if anything, over-engineered and in excellent shape. Please 

see the latest Dam Inspection report posted on line. We are in great shape….but try telling the 

underwriters that! 

 

Not surprisingly then, this spring the 

LDLA received a notice of non-

renewal from our carrier, Auto 

Owners, for our liability insurance 

which covers the dam, lake and 

lands.  As an industry, carriers walked 

away from insuring any dams, 

especially earthen dams such as 

ours. Through direct and indirect 

markets, our search for a quote went to approximately 30 different companies. We had 

conversations with “politically” connected agents, local government officials, and agents connected 

with certain carriers at the highest levels. We pursued options with our attorney and tried adjusting 

deductibles and insured levels. We attempted to separate the lake from the dam, the lands from 

the dam and any and all combinations thereof. We entertained exclusions to the point where it 

almost wasn’t even insurance. We considered not carrying insurance but self-insuring. Beyond not 

being feasible or providing enough protection, the LDLA Bylaws require liability insurance for the 

private roads and parks. 

In the 11th hour, we received our best option, an almost identical policy to what we had, a $1M 

single occurrence w a 5K deductible. However, the annual premium, w 25% earned, was almost 

$41,000, up from $6,200 in 2020. A staggering increase for sure but not as bad as our first quote of 

$78,000. Credit to our insurance agent and diligence by the board. 

Even though we have a history of zero claims in liability, we still suffer the effects of the Edenville 

dam failure. And unfortunately, the Directors and Officers insurance does not have a zero-claim 

history.  In fact, due to the lawsuits that have been filed against the association by our own 

members, we had to seek another carrier last year for D&O and that premium has gone up about 

300% in two years. And if you are wondering if the latest verdict by the Michigan Supreme Court 

that heavily favors the Association would reduce costs; it does not. Premiums are based on claim 

history, not results….even though the results are critical to the future of our private lake and the 

association. 
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Bottom line is our annual insurance costs have increased from about $9,000 to $55,000 over the last 

few years and actions must be taken to offset these costs. Although nothing has been officially 

voted on yet, the Board has recognized a plan that would bring us budget parity through 2024 

that includes future dues increases of 10% year over year and a one-time special assessment this 

fall estimated at $395.00. Association dues a have not received a single increase in over 15 years 

and are comparably low for the value and amenities. The cost of living in our little slice of heaven 

of Lake Doster remains the best bargain around! 

Parkway Lawsuit Summary 

In 2017, the association was sued for Breach of Contract after the Building Control Committee and 

the Board attempted to enforce a dock plan within the Parkway Park that would accommodate 

mooring positions for all parcels with access in Parkway.  A step back to a little history, lake 

access/mooring rights are recorded in the lot deed/dedication.  (Note: Refer to your own 

documentation which you should have received at time of purchase for your designation.) Some 

homeowners had never exercised their rights and therefore had no dock even though their deed 

allowed for it.  Historically, parks did not design the park with space for all possible docks.  As 

homes have been sold, new owners wanted a dock when previously there was none.  As you can 

see that will set up minimally an inconvenience until space can be allotted and at its worse no 

room for the person with the appropriate designation until the park can be reconfigured.   

Back to the lawsuit, communication broke down and a lawsuit was filed. The plaintiffs sued for 

breach of contract. It was their opinion that their dock and placement was an actual property 

right that ran with their dedication.  The Plaintiffs believed it was promised that all members would 

have dock rights regardless of back lot position, deed or dedication and that such was a “past 

permitted right”. 

The Board at the time, acting in the best interest of the association and within their fiduciary 

responsibility sought to defend the association in the lawsuit. The following board, with many new 

members, also agreed unanimously to see the legal process through to fruition at the circuit court, 

where the Association eventually prevailed in August of 2018. Having lost the decision in circuit 

court, some of the plaintiffs, but not all, joined in an appeal to the Michigan Appellate Court in 

early 2019. The Appellate decision was finally rendered in late January of 2020, by a 2-1 margin, 

with the majority opinion favoring the plaintiffs providing that their past permitted rights included 

an “irrevocable right to a dock” and other related implications. Upon reading both the majority 

and dissenting opinions, and after consultation with our litigation firm, our association attorney and 

again with our insurance claims adjuster, the LDLA board, in a large majority, decided to seek 

Leave of Appeal from the Michigan Supreme Court. It is believed that the majority opinion of the 

Court of Appeals would invite even more lawsuits and jeopardize the management of the lake, 

not to mention the very real complication of providing mooring positions for all Park dedicated 

residents. The Application for Leave of Appeal was covered under the current ongoing claim and 

makes up a small percentage of cost to the overall claim.  
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The Michigan Supreme Court (MSC) took the case and heard oral arguments May 5th, which can 

be viewed by the public online. On June 12th, 2021 the MSC, in a 7-0 decision, issued a singular 

unified order that completely overturned the Appellate decision and reinstated the Circuit Court 

order of 2018, granting summary disposition to the Lake Doster Lake Association. 

What does this decision mean? It means that your elected board has the authority to reasonably 

request the placement of docks in a manner that will allow all Park dedicated members an 

opportunity for a mooring position. It reaffirms your ownership of the lake as a Member of the 

Association, and all benefits and responsibilities thereof, and that membership is deeded with the 

home, as frontage, dedication or otherwise, as long as that “Member” is in good standing. The 

decision allows for a more harmonious management of the lake and should deter future lawsuits 

over “irrevocable property rights” on the lake and association lands. It also provides a clearer 

understanding of “past permitted rights” that will certainly be helpful to future boards. 

Keeping Our Community a Beautiful Place 

If you explore some of the 150+ lakes in Barry County you’ll notice one resounding difference from 

Lake Doster; the properties aren’t nearly as well kept as those in our wonderful community.  It’s 

common for lake homes to have wave runners, trailers, boat lifts, and campers stored in the front 

yard.  We don’t have that at Lake Doster because we all chose to live in a neighborhood with 

enforced rules designed to keep our lake and homes beautiful. This summer while many of us will 

be sipping a cold drink on our boat or playing at the beach, the BCC will be working hard 

conducting a restriction compliance review of all Member properties.  If you have an unattached 

shed (or other out-building), a woodpile in your front yard, an unapproved fence, piles of rubbish, 

a submerged or otherwise unsafe dock, a non-moving vehicle stored on your property, an 

oversized storage box, etc., plan to be contacted by someone from the BCC and/or the Board.  

You’ll be given an opportunity to submit a Restriction Compliance Allowance (RCA) for 

consideration.  Those variances that may have been in existence prior to the formation of the 

LDLA may be temporarily allowed with some requirements.  Please be kind if you are contacted 

by one of the hard-working volunteers on the BCC or the Board – or better yet, save yourself some 

time and remedy the issue, or apply for an allowance, prior to being contacted.  For a complete 

list of restrictions enforced by the Board and BCC, please visit  

https://www.lakedosterlakeassoc.org/platrestrictions2010.htm.   

Safety Reminders 

❖ Lake Doster is an all-sports lake with members who actively pursue leisurely boating, kayaking, 

skiing/ wakeboarding, fishing and swimming. Please be courteous of your neighbors as they 

participate in these activities.   

❖ Anchoring for swimming and even fishing in the middle of the lake while there is boat traffic with 

skiers and tubers is inherently dangerous. Please try to avoid these conflicts and seek one of the 

many great shelters or bays in Lake  Doster to enjoy. Skiers and tubers have no choice but to use 

this main part of our lake for those activities while the rest of us can seek and should seek lower 

traffic areas. See areas marked below for generally safe areas to anchor and swim. 
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❖ Please observe no-wake speeds during the posted times. Low light further erodes ability to travel 

safely.  From 8:30PM to 8:30AM Lake Doster is a No-Wake Lake  

❖ Please ensure the driver of your vessel has a clear view; overloaded boats/pontoons block 

driver vision and can cause distraction and/or collisions. Drivers should be traveling in a counter-

clockwise fashion around the lake and use extreme caution to avoid in-coming boats when 

crossing the lake.  

❖ Per Lake Usage Rules and Regulations, “Wake enhancing devices on boats (including “fat 

sacks”, “wedges”, ballast tanks, and other wake enhancing devices not listed) cannot be 

activated or operated on Lake Doster.” Why? Lake Doster is narrower and shallower than most 

lakes and such wave action has little room to dissipate and has been known to damage shoreline 

and seawalls, dislodge docks and cause serious issues for moored boats and even docked boats.  

❖ Do you have your boat numbers? If not, please contact Dennis Erickson ASAP. “Only boats 

owned by LDLA Members in good standing are permitted on the Lake. LDLA Members must have 

their LDLA issued Boat Identification Number affixed to their boat’s right rear panel”. Since kayak 

and canoe usage on the lake by non-members is the hardest to monitor, having boat numbers on 

EVERY boat is especially helpful in mitigating association volunteers from inquiring about your 

presence.  
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❖ NO FISHING in between the outermost mooring posts at the beach. If you have ever seen a five-

year-old hook themselves on a treble hook lodged into the swim rope or imbed their foot with one, 

you would NEVER fish between the mooring posts again, I assure you. DO NOT FISH AT THE BEACH 

BETWEEN THE FURTHEST MOST MOORING POSTS!!! Please instruct the younger ones on this and other 

angling etiquette.  

❖ Per Michigan vehicle code section 257.657, golf carts are allowed on Lake Doster roads driven 

by licensed drivers 16 years old or older.  

❖ Please lock the boat launch gate upon launching or picking up your boat. This is a key 

component of ensuring our lake remains a safe & private lake to live at.  

Lake Treatment Update 

This spring we applied a different treatment, Sonar AS / Fluridone, to combat Eurasian Milfoil.  This 

treatment is applied periodically, when the Milfoil gets out of control, and comes with a 30 day 

watering restriction - as most of you are aware.  This is not a treatment that we expect to apply 

annually, but will likely occur again in the future. 

 

 

Eurasian Milfoil is an invasive species that does 

not react to our typical treatments.  Milfoil will 

create large floating mats that prevent the 

growth of our native aquatic vegetation and 

impede recreational activities.  It is not a viable 

food source for our waterfowl and may impact 

fish predation.  Additionally Milfoil can 

negatively impact water quality by lowering the 

dissolved oxygen content (bad for fish).  In short 

- it’s not good for the lake. 

 

Eurasion Milfoil – (Allison Fox University of Florida bugwood.org) 

 

Why do the treatments not occur on the exact date communicated at the beginning of the season?  

The dates are target weeks and are dependent on the weather.  For example, our initial Sonar 

treatment this year was delayed because of a cold snap that caused a lack of temperature 

stratification in the lake.   

 

Can I swim?  Can I water my lawn?  Please look at the posting by the lake to determine any 

restrictions for the current treatment. All treatments have different limitations with regards to 

swimming, irrigation and watering pets. 

 

Can we move a treatment date?  Generally no - but we did push out the treatment the week of July 

5th to minimize impact to our summer holiday fun.  The treatments are dependent on weather and 
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contracts with other lakes.  We are not the only lake PLM treats.  PLM also makes a point NOT to treat 

on Fridays - unless the treatment comes without restrictions 

Dredging Project Update 

The time that we start dredging the lake is fast approaching. A team of member volunteers is 

preparing to support the dredging project for 2021 and here are the steps that are planned over 

the next few months: 

Week of August 15 (Repository site preparation): - Topsoil will be dug up and removed from the 

grassed lots 2 and 68 near the beach. This will leave shallow pit areas with berms around the 

edges. The topsoil removed will be temporarily stored (for 2 years) on land owned by the Hodapp 

and Stull families - A huge vote of thanks to them, for their generosity and community spirit. 

Week of Sept 6 (after Labor day): - Dredging will begin at the east end of the lake, and the silt 

removed will be put into the prepared pit areas - Tools required to control and measure turbidity 

(suspended silt) around the dredging area will be in place.  

Notes on Dock Removals: - All members at the east end of the lake affected by the dredging in 

2021 will be contacted by the end of June with individualized quotes for dock, boat lift and 

canopy removal and replacement - Docks on Sunday and BoatliftandDock.com will work 

together to provide the quotes.  A letter to those members will detail the expected dates, the 

process, BCC requirements, and requested information to allow this process to go as smoothly as 

possible.  

We are grateful for the overwhelming project support showed by the membership in the approval 

vote (92% of the voters voted yes). Thank-you for your continued support, as we execute the 

project. The east end of the lake is expected to be completed by mid-November.  We will finish 

the west end of the lake during the fall of 2022. 

Solar at Lake Doster 

For months the BCC and Board have wrestled with the proper application for solar at Lake Doster.  

This endeavor included a great amount of research, many meetings, and significant give and 

take.  We also sought feedback from Members at large.  Thanks to those of you who provided 

helpful feedback – most of which overwhelmingly supported preserving our beautiful mature trees.  

Thanks also to the hard-working members of the BCC who spent well over 100 hours on this topic 

alone.  At the June Board meeting the LDLA Board unanimously voted to approve an alternative 

energy plan which addressed solar, wind, and generators. This plan allows for BCC approval of 

solar shingles as well as flush-mounted solar panels on the back of LDLA Member homes.  Those 

homes visible to boaters on the lake are subject to additional requirements for aesthetic purposes. 

Tree removal is prohibited solely for the purpose of solar energy enhancement. A Restriction 

Compliance Application (RCA) must be submitted and approved prior to any solar installation.  

Wind turbines are not allowed in any form at this time.  The entire plan is subject to change as 
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technology evolves.  If interested, please e-mail ldla@lakedoster.net for a copy of the new 

alternative energy plan.   The restrictions will be available on the website soon.  

Beach Cleanliness 

Recently neighbors have noticed both an increase of garbage left at 

the beach and the trash can left overflowing with garbage - or piles 

of garbage left beside the trash can.  We implore you as a board 

and as neighbors to clean up after yourselves, help clean up after a 

youngster who left a juice box behind, help clean up the missed McD 

bag from a loaded down Mom and Dad.  The beach and the 

cleanliness thereof is a direct reflection on our community as it is also 

used by our friends and families.  If you have a large picnic, please 

take your trash home with you; the volume of the can needs to 

service the entire community for an entire week and is not meant to 

hold extra-large pizza boxes or trash bags full of refuse.  If the trash is 

approaching full, or trash is already on the ground, please help clean 

it up and take it home with you. 

Thank You for Helping to Clean-up the Beach 

Our annual beach clean-up was on 22-May. The volunteers spread mulch and did a general spiff 

up of our beach.  Thank you for all that showed up to help.  We appreciate the hard work and 

love the end result.   

 

 


